PAGE  
2

3rd Summer Course on Cognitive Linguistics, Shanghai, July 4-7, 2011

Thursday, July 7, 9:00-11:00 AM

Cognitive evolutionary linguistics
Arie Verhagen, Leiden University Centre for Linguistics

Recent years have witnessed a growing interest in the study of language (and cultural phenomena more generally) as produced by cultural evolution (or gene-culture co-evolution). ‘Evolution’ here means that language provides an instantiation of the “Darwinian algorithm”, describing in abstract terms the interaction between variation, selection, and replication, and its consequences. I will first elaborate this general theoretical idea and then discuss both how concepts from cognitive linguistics fit into it, as well as how results from cognitive linguistics may or must be interpreted, and sometimes modified, in a research program aimed at integrating the cognitive approach to language into a comprehensive evolutionary approach to human cognition and culture.












